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• Determine scope for additional surveys and/or monitoring of the protected species required to 
inform this assessment, and the design, planning and construction phases. 

• Highlight risks or impacts to protected species which are reasonably foreseeable to arise from the 
development.  

• Provide avoidance and mitigation measure or species protection strategies to minimise predicted 
risks and impacts. 

• Confirm the need for species licensing based on current design proposals and collated field 
evidence. 

Scientific names are provided at the first mention of each species and common names (where 
appropriate) are then used throughout the rest of the report for ease of reading. 
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Survey Methodologies, Impact Assessment and Mitigation (Birks, 2012) . This comprised a search for the 
presence or absence of pine marten signs and location of likely sites for these, as follows:  

• Scats. 
• Footprints. 
• Potential den sites. 

The survey area was mapped along with the positions and densities of the above field signs. All field signs 
were mapped using a handheld GPS device (Survey 123 software saved on phone or tablet). 

2.3.3 Red Squirrel 

2.3.3.1 Habitat-based assessment  

A precursory HBA was completed during the August 2024 PEA, any changes to habitat were noted during 
the November 2024 survey. This comprised a field survey to determine whether red squirrel habitat 
preferences were supported. Habitat suitability was determined by assessing the habitats on site and the 
connecting habitats within the wider landscape to support resting, commuting and foraging red squirrel. 
This included an assessment of: 

• Mature conifer and mixed woodland with dense canopy cover providing foraging, nesting and 
breeding opportunities.  

• Broadleaf woodland with high abundance of nut bearing species.  
• Hedgerows and treelines providing commuting routes.  

2.3.3.2 Field Survey 

The Site and adjacent suitable habitats (as shown on Figure 1) were surveyed for red squirrel field 
evidence in accordance with standard methodology described in UK BAP Mammals - Interim Guidance for 
Survey Methodologies, Impact Assessment and Mitigation (Gurnell & Lurz, 2012). This comprised a search 
for the presence or absence of red squirrel signs and location of likely sites for these, as follows: 

• Foraging evidence: stripped pinecones and split hazelnuts/acorns.  
• Dreys. 
• Footprints. 

The survey area was mapped along with the positions and densities of the above field signs. All field signs 
were mapped using a handheld GPS device (Survey 123 software saved on phone or tablet).  
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FIGURES 

Figure 1 – Survey Area Plan 

Figure 2 – Protected Species Survey Results 
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APPENDIX A: REPORT CONDITIONS 

This Report has been prepared using reasonable skill and care for the sole benefit of TNEI (“the Client”) 
and Field Fyrish Ltd. (“the Applicant”) for the proposed uses stated in the report by Tetra Tech Limited 
(“Tetra Tech”). Tetra Tech exclude all liability for any other uses and to any other party. The report must 
not be relied on or reproduced in whole or in part by any other party without the copyright holder’s 
permission. 

No liability is accepted or warranty given for; unconfirmed data, third party documents and information 
supplied to Tetra Tech or for the performance, reliability, standing etc. of any products, services, 
organisations or companies referred to in this report. Tetra Tech does not purport to provide specialist 
legal, tax or accounting advice. 

The report refers, within the limitations stated, to the environment of the site in the context of the 
surrounding area at the time of the inspections'. Environmental conditions can vary and no warranty is 
given as to the possibility of changes in the environment of the site and surrounding area at differing 
times. No investigative method can eliminate the possibility of obtaining partially imprecise, incomplete 
or not fully representative information. Any monitoring or survey work undertaken as part of the 
commission will have been subject to limitations, including for example timescale, seasonal and weather-
related conditions. Actual environmental conditions are typically more complex and variable than the 
investigative, predictive and modelling approaches indicate in practice, and the output of such 
approaches cannot be relied upon as a comprehensive or accurate indicator of future conditions. The 
“shelf life” of the Report will be determined by a number of factors including; its original purpose, the 
Client’s instructions, passage of time, advances in technology and techniques, changes in legislation etc. 
and therefore may require future re-assessment.   

The whole of the report must be read as other sections of the report may contain information which puts 
into context the findings in any executive summary. 

Tetra Tech reserves the right to share this Report and any related materials, surveys, drawings and/or 
documents at any time with the relevant Local Ecological Records Centre (LREC), any relevant statutory 
body or any equivalent organisation as Tetra Tech may reasonably require from time-to-time. 

The performance of environmental protection measures and of buildings and other structures in relation 
to acoustics, vibration, noise mitigation and other environmental issues is influenced to a large extent by 
the degree to which the relevant environmental considerations are incorporated into the final design and 
specifications and the quality of workmanship and compliance with the specifications on site during 
construction. Tetra Tech accept no liability for issues with performance arising from such factors. 
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This Act offers a form of protection to all wild species of mammals, irrespective of other legislation, and focussed on animal welfare, rather 
than conservation. 

Unless covered by one of the exceptions, a person is guilty of an offence if he mutilates, kicks, beats, nails or otherwise impales, stabs, burns, 
stones, crushes, drowns, drags or asphyxiates any wild mammal with intent to inflict unnecessary suffering. 

Its application is typically restricted to preventing deliberate harm to wildlife (in general) during construction works etc. 

Global IUCN Red List 

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Threatened Species was devised to provide a list of those species that are most at 
risk of becoming extinct globally. It provides taxonomic, conservation status and distribution information about threatened taxa around the 
globe.  

The system catalogues threatened species into groups of varying levels of threat, which are: Extinct (EX), Extinct in the Wild (EW), Critically 
Endangered (CE), Endangered (EN), Vulnerable (VU), Near Threatened (NT), Least Concern (LC), Data Deficient (DD), Not Evaluated (NE). Criteria 
for designation into each of the categories is complex and consider several principles. 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) 

Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP) identify habitat and species conservation priorities at a local level (typically at the County level), and are 
usually drawn up by a consortium of local Government organisations and conservation charities. 

Some LBAPs may also include Habitat Action Plans (HAP) and/or Species Action Plans (SAP), which are used to guide and inform the local 
decision-making process 

National Planning Framework 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) is the top tier of planning policy. The Framework provides guidance to local authorities and other 
agencies on planning policy and the operation of the planning system.  

“Policy 1 gives significant weight to the nature crisis to ensure that it is recognised as a priority in all plans and decisions. Policy 4 protects and 
enhances natural heritage, and this is further supported by Policy 5 on soils and Policy 6 on forests, woodland and trees. Policy 20 also 
promotes the expansion and connectivity of blue and green infrastructure, whilst Policy 10 recognises the particular sensitivities of coastal 
areas.  

Protection of the natural features of brownfield land is also highlighted in Policy 9, and protection of the green belt in Policy 8 will ensure that 
biodiversity in these locations is conserved and accessible to communities, bringing nature into the design and layout of our cities, towns, 
streets and spaces in Policy 14.  

Most significantly, Policy 3 plays a critical role in ensuring that development will secure positive effects for biodiversity. It rebalances the 
planning system in favour of conserving, restoring and enhancing biodiversity and promotes investment in nature-based solutions, benefiting 
people and nature. The policy ensures that Local Development Plans (LDPs) protect, conserve, restore and enhance biodiversity and promote 
nature recovery and nature restoration. Proposals will be required to contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity, including by restoring 
degraded habitats and building and strengthening nature networks. Adverse impacts, including cumulative impacts, of development 
proposals on the natural environment will be minimised through careful planning and design, taking into account the need to reverse 
biodiversity loss. Development proposals for national, major or Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development will only be supported 
where it can be demonstrated that the proposal will conserve, restore and enhance biodiversity, including nature networks, so they are in a 
demonstrably better state than without intervention. Proposals for local development will include appropriate measures to conserve, restore 
and enhance biodiversity.” 

See here for full details: https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/ 

 

 

  






